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Established in 1970, the Gujarat Institute of Development Research (GIDR) is a premier social
science research institute recognised by the Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICS5R) and
supported by both the ICS5R and the Government of Gujarat.

The Institute carries out advanced research on development issues with a view to examine, comment
upon, and inform development policy and interventions. Drawing largely upon empirical and field-
based research, GIDR has been contributing to development discourse and policy.

The faculty, hailing from diverse disciplines as economics, sociology and demography, engages in
research on three broad areas, namely Natural Resource Management, Human Development and
Industry, Infrastructure Trade. Their research publications have been appearing in national and
international journals of repute, edited volumes, books and also under the much referred GIDR
Working Paper Series.

GIDR actively collaborates with research institutes and development organisations both within and
outside India. It encourages scholars, both young and the established, including international, to
associate with the Institute on visiting assignments.




President's Statement

Iam delighted to share the Annual Report of GIDR for 2007-2008. I am happy to note that the number
of faculty members has risen to twelve. It is also heartening to note that the ICSSR has awarded a
National Fellowship to Professor Leela Visaria and GIDR has among its ranks a National Professor
now. This year saw an addition of one Associate Professor and an Assistant Professor. In addition,
three researchers sought and got affiliated as Visiting Scholars. Perhaps a further expansion is needed
to make the Institute not only numerically strong but also to undertake multiple tasks that are
important to any academic institution. The Institute has also initiated the process of seeking
recognition from some Universities to undertake teaching programmes. With such recognitions,
GIDR should aspire to be an important centre of higher studies.

The institute pursued its core areas of research and was once again active in publishing. Two books,
25 papers and 10 working papers by a small group of core researchers is commendable, The Institute
also hosted a number of seminars and the faculty members also participated in national and
international seminars and conferences.

The report also reflects the continued cooperation of the various government departments, Indian and
international agencies in sponsoring research at the Institute. Some of the research projects have also
helped in strengthening the infrastructure of the Institute. The continued financial support of ICSSR
and to an extent the state government has contributed to the healthy financial situation of the Institute.

[ hope that all of you would continue to extend your support to the Institute.

Kirit Parikh
President
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