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Established in 1970, the Gujarat Institute of Development Research (GIDR) is a premier social science
research institute recognised by the Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR) and supported
by both the ICSSR and the Government of Gujarat.

The Institute carries out advanced research on development issues with a view to examine, comment
upon, and inform development policy and interventions. Drawing largely upon empirical and field-
based research, GIDR has been contributing to development discourse and policy.

The faculty, hailing from diverse disciplines as economics, sociology and demography, engages in
research on three broad areas, namely Natural Resource Management, Human Development and
Industry and Trade. Their research publications have been appearing in national and international
journals of repute, edited volumes, books and also under the much referred GIDR Working Paper
Series.

GIDR actively collaborates with research institutes and development organisations both within India
and abroad. It encourages scholars, both young and the established, including international, to
associate with the Institute on visiting assignments.
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President's Statement

It is a pleasure for me to share the Annual Report of GIDR for 2006-2007. The year saw Dr. R.
Parthasarathy joining the Institute as Professor and Director in July 2006. As a team, GIDR continued
to focus on building up on its strong foundations.

The Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR) Review Committee headed by Professor
Janak Pandey visited GIDR on February 22, 2007. The Chairman along with other members
Professors J B Tilak, P P Gosh, Meenakshi Thapan and D Narasimha Reddy and Dr. Mahendra Bhatt
(Government of Gujarat Representative) met with the Director, faculty, staff and former Directors. The
Committee also met a Trustee of the Institute. Recording impressive remarks on the Institute's
performance, it has recommended the Institute to embark on new initiatives such as a PhD
programme. The Committee also recommended to ICSSR and the State Government to provide good
support to GIDR.

Though small in size the Institute's faculty has taken up many important projects and research on its
focus themes. The faculty continued to disseminate their works through impressive number of
publications and participation in seminars and conferences. The Institute faculty also served on a large
number of Government and Non-Government Committees.

Three new faculty members joined the Institute. This year saw four researchers coming in as visiting
scholars for varied time periods.

ICSSR continues its financial support and along with some support from the State Government the
Institute is able to meet a part of it requirement. IC55R also provided a one-time grant to refurbish and
create physical infrastructure at the Institute. Many national and international organizations have
continued their support by sponsoring research projects. The faculty members' contribution not only to
the academic activities but also in their endevour to maintain the financial health of the Institute is
commendable. | urge you all for your support to the Institute.

Kirit Parikh
President
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